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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

[X] the international application in the language in which it was filed. 

I | a translation of the international application into English , which is the language of a translation furnished for 
the purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55 .2(a) and/or 55 .3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article Mare referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 



I I the international application as originally filedyfurnished 
the description: 

pages 1_5 as originally filed/furnished 



pages* NONE 



pages* NONE 



. received by this Authority on _ 
. received by this Authority on _ 



y<] the claims: 
pages none 



pages* 6 and 7 



pages* NONE 



pages* NONE 



. as originally filed/furnished 

. as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

. received by this Authority on ______ 

. received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
pages 1-9 



pages* NONE 



pages* NONE 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on . 
received by this Authority on . 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



the description, pages none 
the claims, Nos . none 



/K the drawings, sheets/figsjio__ 



the sequence listing (specify): _nsm^ 



any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): none 



4- |~| This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, 
since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos, _ 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify) : 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/US05/03326 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



i. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 3 and 8-11 YES 

Claims L2A5.6.7 and 12 m NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims NONE YES 

Claims 1-12 NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1-12 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of: 



V. 2. Citations and Explanations: 



Claims 1,2 and 4-6 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Gruner. Regarding claims 1 and 4 
Grunner US 6 , 162,003 discloses a water draft storage and retrieval facility comprising: 
a plurality of storage locations; 

a plurality of cradles for supporting water craft thereon; 

said cradled movable into and out of said storage locations; 

a prime mover having a tow frame thereon movable horizontally relative to the prime mover; 
said prime mover moving both in the vertical and horizontal directions; 

said tow frame having a means to engage a cradle such as to move the cradle onto or off of said prime mover. 

Regarding claim 2 Grunner also disclose structural members for supporting said cradle, said members being horizontally 

disposed. 

Regarding claims 5 and 6 Grunner also discloses means to align said prime mover with a storage location for either deliver of 
or retrieval of a cradle to said storage location. 

Claim 3 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over the prior art as applied in the immediately preceding 
paragraph and further in view of Maffett et aL Grunner teaches the limitations of claim 1 as above, he does not teach using an 
overhead crane to support the prime mover. Maffett et al. US 6,007,288 teaches a boat storage facility that employs an overhead 
crane (18) to move boats into and out of a plurality of storage locations. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time of invention to provide the device taught by Grunner with an overhead crane as taught by Maffett et al. in order to 
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allow the device to be more stable when lifting heavy loads to the higher reaches of the storage facility. 

Claims 7 and 12 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Guntsch and Hubman (herein Guntsch). Regarding 
claim 7 Guntsch DE 3937097 discloses a boat storage facility comprising: 
a plurality of storage spaces for boats in a series of rows and columns; 
a prime mover (40) having a motor driven towing means (43); 
the prime mover being both horizontally and vertically movable; 

said towing means having a means (44) to engage a cradle (50) for movement of the cradle onto and off of said prime mover. 
Regarding claim 12 Guntsch also discloses that the motor (45) for the towing means is located on the prime mover and the prime 
mover is suspended from a traveling crane that can move in three orthogonal directions with a cradle thereon. 

Claims 8-11 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Guntsch in view of Gruner. Guntsch teaches the 
limitations of claim 7 as above, they do not explicitly teach rails in the storage areas. Grunner teaches a water draft Storage and 
retrieval facility comprising: 

a plurality of storage locations; 

a plurality of cradles for supporting water craft thereon; 

said cradled movable into and out of said storage locations; 

a prime mover having a tow frame thereon movable horizontally relative to the prime mover; 
said prime mover moving both in the vertical and horizontal directions; 

said tow frame having a means to engage a cradle such as to move the cradle onto or off of said prime mover; 

wherein said towing device and the cradle move along a plurality of rails both in the prime mover nad the storage area. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention to provide the prime mover taught by Guntsch 
with rails as taught by Grunner in order to accurately move the boat and associated cradle into and out of the storage location such that 
it is aligned properly with the prime mover at all times. 

Claims 1-12 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus has industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 



NEW CITATIONS 

DE 3937097 Al (Gunsch & Hubman) 11 May 1990 (11.05.1990) Figures 1,4 and 4a. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (April 2005) 



1PEA/US 



p it;;;: T /' u s □ s; y o:i; 3 rib ■ ia e :t x r o o k 

PCT7US2005/003326 
CLAIMS 

5 1. A watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus comprising a plurality 

of storage locations defined by structural members, a plurality of cradles for 
supporting watercraft thereon, said cradles movable into, and out of, the storage 
locations, 

a prime mover having a tow frame thereon movable horizontally 
10 relative to the prime mover, said prime mover movable both horizontally and 
vertically, 

and means on the tow frame to engage and disengage a cradle for 
movement of the cradle onto, and off of, the prime mover. 

2. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 1 wherein at 
15 least some of the structural members forming the storage locations are horizontal 

and form storage rails for supporting cradles. 

3. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 1, including 
a traveling crane, said prime mover being suspended from the crane. 

4. A watercraft storage and retrieval system comprising a plurality of 
20 storage locations, a prime mover for carrying, delivering and retrieving a 

watercraft, said prime mover including a tow frame thereon, 

a plurality of boat supporting cradles associated with the storage 
locations, said cradles connectable to the tow frame for retrieval from, and 
delivery to, the storage locations. 
25 5. The watercraft storage and retrieval system of claim 4, including 

means to engage and align the prime mover to any one of the storage locations for 
delivery of a cradle to, or retrieval of a cradle from, said storage location. 

6. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 1, including 
means to engage and align the prime mover to any one of the storage locations for 

30 delivery of a cradle to, or retrieval of a cradle from, said storage location. 

7. A watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus comprising a plurality 
of storage locations defined by structural members, a plurality of cradles for 
supporting watercraft thereon, said cradles movable into, and out of, the storage 
locations, 
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a prime mover having motor driven towing means thereon movable 
horizontally relative to the prime mover, said prime mover movable both 
horizontally and vertically, 

said towing means including means to engage and disengage a 
5 cradle for movement of the cradle onto, and off of, the prime mover. 

8. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 7 wherein 
said prime mover includes rails upon which at least one cradle can roll with a 
watercraft thereon. 

9. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 7 wherein 
10 said prime mover includes rails upon which the motor driven towing means is 

supported for movement, said rails also capable of supporting a cradle for 
movement thereon. 

10. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 7 including 
a plurality of rails in each storage location for supporting a cradle and watercraft 

15 thereon, 

a plurality of rails on the prime mover for supporting a cradle 

thereon, and 

means to align and engage the ends of the rails on the prime mover 
to the ends of the rails in any selected storage location. 
20 11. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 10 wherein 

the towing means is supported on the prime mover rails. 

12. The watercraft storage and retrieval apparatus of claim 7 wherein 
the motor for the towing means is located on the prime mover, said prime mover 
being suspended from a traveling crane, whereby the traveling crane provides 
25 three orthogonal directions of movement for the prime mover and a cradle 
thereon. 
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